
Get a Head Start on a Successful
Careers in Energy Week

CEWD and its members created Careers in Energy Week to increase public awareness 
about energy careers through a concerted nationwide effort. It’s a great opportunity 
for energy companies to sponsor special events where schools, families, and 
other businesses can learn more about the energy industry and its importance to 
communities.

Careers in Energy Booklet
This 12-page booklet highlights five exciting and  
in-demand energy careers, along with the required  
skills and salary ranges.

Careers in Energy Poster
This poster provides an overview 
of five energy careers, including 
lineworker, engineer, technician, 
pipefitter/pipelayer/welder, and 
power plant operator.

  

Putting STEM to Work! Poster
Putting STEM to Work! is a full-color poster that provides  
an introduction to STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics) and examples of STEM-oriented jobs in  
the energy industry.

Careers in Energy Week
is October 15–19, 2018!

www.getintoenergy.com
Lineworkers

Lineworkers (sometimes called line 
installers and line technicians) are the 

people who install and repair cables, 

wires, and other critical transmission 

and distribution equipment that 
power homes, businesses, hospitals, 
schools, and more. They are often 
the people you see climbing poles or 
standing in truck-mounted buckets, 
working on the power lines high 
above the ground. If you enjoy working outdoors and 

aren’t afraid of heights, lineworker 
might be the right career for you!TechniciansTechnicians are in charge of making 

sure machines, mechanical equipment, 

and buildings are working properly and 

in good condition. Being a technician 

requires a lot of hands-on work, including 

installation of equipment, monitoring 

equipment performance, troubleshooting 

problems, and repairing equipment. 
Technicians are needed all across the 

energy industry. If you’re a good problem-solver, technician 

might be the right career for you!

Engineers
Engineers are necessary throughout 
the entire energy industry, because 
there are so many different types 
of engineering positions available: 
electrical/power, mechanical, 
nuclear, energy, environmental, 
solar energy systems, and wind 
energy. Engineering is all about 
discovering, inventing, evolving, 
and problem-solving. If you want to use scientifi c and 

mathematical knowledge to build our 

energy future, engineer might be the 

right career for you!

Power Plant Operators
Power Plant Operators are 
in charge of operating and 
controlling the machines that 
generate power in coal, natural 
gas, nuclear, and other power 
plants. Their job is extremely 
important, because they make 
sure customers have enough 
electricity or gas to meet their 
daily needs. Power plant 
operators have to know how 
to monitor, inspect, regulate, 
and control all different types 
of equipment. 

If you like making systems run smoothly, 

power plant operator might be the right career for you!

Pipefi tters/Pipelayers/Welders
Pipefi tters, Pipelayers, and 
Welders (sometimes called valve 
and regulator repairers) are 
essential for the smooth operation 
of both electric and gas utilities. 
The job title says it all: they are 
responsible for laying pipe for 
steam and gas mains. They have 
to be able to connect pipe pieces 
and joints by using welding 
equipment, cement, or glue, and 
they also have to know how to 
repair the pipes that are already 
in place. 

If you have an interest in fi tting things together, pipefi tter/pipelayer/

welder might be the right career for you!  There are plenty of other types of jobs 

waiting for you in the energy industry! 

Learn more about them at: www.getintoenergy.com
Discover K-12 energy education 

to support your careers in energy 
activities at: NEF1.org

Lineworkers (also known as line 

installers or line technicians) install and 

repair cables, wires, and other critical 

transmission and distribution equipment 

that help power homes, businesses, 

hospitals, schools, and other buildings.

REQUIRED SKILLS

• Install necessary equipment on poles.

• Climb poles or use truck-mounted 
buckets to reach equipment.

• Identify defective devises such as fuses, 
switches, and wires.

• Safety and use of safety equipment is 
critical; poles and towers have very 
high voltages of electricity.

• Inspect and test power lines and other 
equipment using special reading and 
testing devices.

• Lay underground cables.

LINEWORKERS LINEWORKERS ALSO NEED TO: 
• Show a good-natured, cooperative attitude.
• Work well with others.
• Listen to and understand customer needs and how to meet them.
• Be able to be on their feet for a long time.• Not mind heights or working outdoors.

TESTING AND CERTIFICATES/LICENSES
Pre-employment testing is typically required. Many companies require a passing score on the industry exams before being considered for employment. Topics focus on spatial ability, math concepts, mechanical reasoning, and reading comprehension. A Commercial Drivers License may also be needed, and some companies have an apprenticeship program policy.

AVERAGE ANNUAL SALARY** 

• Entry-Level: $36,450
• Mid-Level: $65,930
• Senior-Level: $83,332

THE FUTURE OF LINEWORK

The future of linework is in Smart Grid Technology. The “Smart Grid” consists of devices connected to transmission and distribution lines that allow utilities and customers to receive digital information and communicate with the grid. These devices allow 
a utility to fi nd out 
where an outage 
or other problem 
is on the line as 
well as fi x the 
problem in some 
circumstances.*

**Based on national average from PayScale.com.    Will vary depending on geographic location.* U.S. Energy Information Administration

Explore Exciting 

Careers in Energy!

 INSIDE…
• LINEWORKERS

• TECHNICIANS

• POWER PLANT OPERATORS

• PIPEFITTERS/PIPELAYERS/

   WELDERS

• ENGINEERS

Learn more at www.getintoenergy.com

Featured ShopCEWD Materials



Great Ways to Celebrate
Careers in Energy Week

• NEW for 2018: The “I Got Into Energy” Campaign and Toolkit, designed to appeal to 
potential jobseekers and highlight CEWD member employees telling their stories.

• Download free materials on the Careers in Energy Week webpage, such as:

• Careers in Energy Week logos

• Promotional bill stuffers

• Coloring pages and word searches for kids

• Steps to getting a state proclamation approved

• A guide to promoting Careers in Energy Week, including tips for interacting 
with Get Into Energy on social media

• And more!

• Order high-interest Careers in Energy booklets and posters to help celebrate Careers 
in Energy Week at special events in the communities you serve. 

• Discover the new Get Into Energy/Get Into STEM website, designed to promote 
STEM job opportunities in the energy industry.

• Use the state consortia interactive map to find out how companies celebrated 
Careers in Energy Week 2017.

We’d Love to Hear From You!
What is your state consortium doing for Careers in Energy Week?

We’d love to feature your events on our interactive map showing the  
great things happening across the country.

As your consortium schedules events, please email our communications firm,  
A+ Media, at amy@aplus-media.com so we can add your events to our map! A+ Media 

will also be calling consortia contacts for Careers in Energy Week updates.


