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In building today and tomorrow’s energy workforce, partnering with education is essential. This includes state and local government, school districts, community college systems, and other post-secondary education institutions. Below are some tips to ensure these partnerships are strong and mutually beneficial.
► Invite education groups to your state energy workforce consortium meetings. This includes representatives at the state level from the department of education (instruction, career & technical education, and others, depending on your state), the community college system, and deans of local colleges with programs related to energy.

► Learn the language of educators. Both industry and education have their own lingo and acronyms. Make an effort to talk to educators in their language to build a bridge. One area are of great importance is career clusters. CEWD has a toolkit to help you understand this system: http://www.cewd.org/toolkits/clusters/toolkit_careercluster.asp 
► Participate in state curriculum teams for K-12. To ensure that the education system is preparing students for the workforce, offer to serve on state curriculum teams, such as math and science teams. Many states are involved in the Common Core and the Next Generation Science Standards.

► Connect with the directors of workforce at your local community colleges. The focus of the workforce side of community colleges is to understand industry needs and train future works. Be sure to get involved in their curriculum teams to ensure they understand what knowledge and skill sets you are seeking and to discuss hiring numbers so that supply and demand are in balance.

► Find ways to get directly involved with local schools. Provide schools with lesson plans they can use (go to http://www.cewd.org/curriculum/additional-resources.php) and offer to provide guest speakers or science fair judges.

► Become a team sponsor for programs such as FIRST Lego League, FIRST Robotics or BEST Robotics.
► Host an open house for teachers, students and families!
► Sponsor a summer camp. CEWD has several summer camp toolkits you can use. Go to http://www.cewd.org/careeraware.asp.
► Celebrate Careers in Energy Week and get a proclamation approved in your state. CEWD has a toolkit with a sample proclamation and materials at http://www.cewd.org/toolkits/careerweek.asp. 
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